
They came from the far corners of the
planet, one thousand strong.  Representing 70
nations and a dozen indigenous groups, the
28th International Sea Turtle Symposium
(ISTS) celebrated our Native Oceans in
Loreto’s streets, plazas, restaurants, hotels,
auditorium, and university with the style and
warmth unique to this historic village.

The theme of the meeting was Native
Oceans, recognizing the ancient connec-
tion between people and sea turtles
both here and around the world.
The Seri Indians of Sonora led the
ceremonies which brought
together Australian aboriginal,
Venezuelan Wayuu, and
Miskitu Indians from
Nicaragua among others.

In a move towards
something best called
“adventure conferencing”,
events and sessions were held on
the plaza, attendees walked
across town between sessions
and camping was allowed at

Loreto’s mission to accommodate all comers.
Participants brought their own mugs and water
bottles and were treated to organic Mexican
coffee and tequila.  The event was even powered
by solar panels.  LIVBLUE Challenge awards
were presented to those who did the most to
minimize their “ocean footprint”.

Baja’s homegrown conservation organiza-
tion, Grupo Tortuguero played host to the
meeting and combined the ISTS with their
tenth anniversary symposium.

Next year the event moves to Brisbane,
Australia, and we hope to send several of

the Grupo Tortuguero’s leaders to
represent Baja there.  Of course,
Grupo Tortuguero XI will be
back in Loreto at the end of

January 2009 as it has for the
past ten years.

I HAVE THIS HABIT OF PONDERING WHERE STUFF COMES

FROM, HOW IT’S MADE AND SUBSEQUENTLY, WHERE IT ENDS UP.  BY

“STUFF” I’M REFERRING TO ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING: BUILDINGS,

CARS, BOTTLES, PACKAGING, PAPER, UNEATEN FOOD, CAMERAS,

BATTERIES, CLOTHES, AND SO ON. USUALLY WHAT I’M LEFT WITH IS

THAT THE TRASHY HABITS OF OUR THROW-AWAY CULTURE ARE 

HORRIFYING. BASICALLY, WE CONSUME, CONSUME, CONSUME AT AN

ASTONISHING RATE AND THEN WHEN WE’RE DONE CONSUMING, OUR

LEFTOVERS TAKE ON AN EQUALLY RAPID COURSE AND ILL-FATED 

DESIGNATION OF “GARBAGE”.  WE KNOW IT’S NOT SUSTAINABLE.

ECO      WATCH

Regularly, we make references like, “Throw it away” and “Take
out the trash”.  What does that even mean?  Does garbage ever really
“go away” or get “taken out”?  Or does it just keep piling up in some
unseen corner of the world, making its way to our coastlines, flowing
into our rivers, oceans and marine life, and then back into the bodies
of the very people who created it?  We know that our garbage is not
out of sight, out of mind.  We know that garbage collectors are not
magicians. And yet on an individual basis we do little to nothing to
reduce our personal waste.  

At what point are we going to take accountability for the mess
we’re making and do something about it?  When our own backyard
becomes a landfill?  When we have to bury our own trash?  When
we have no clean water left? No fish? No trees? No clean air? 

Let’s take the paper these words are printed on.  Think of all the
“stuff”, all the processes it took to get this magazine in front of you.
Several forms of technology (electronic waste), power plants (fossil

fuels), trees for paper
(forests), chemicals for dye
(pollution), petroleum for
transport (oil wars), are all
necessary components of
the magazine industry.
Fortunately, in the case of
Baja Life, most people
hold on to the magazines

because they’re beautiful collector’s pieces, thus they don’t typically
become part of the stream of waste headed for an incinerator, landfill
or body of water.  But what happens to those magazines and every-
thing else involved in the production process that becomes part of the
problem?  Has some of the pollution made its way into the cup of
coffee you’re sipping right now? Maybe. 

The “Age of Recycling” has been ushered in with some success
in many places throughout the world. But what about developing
countries like Baja that have yet to establish recycling infrastruc-
tures or lined landfills to prevent contaminated water and trash
from leaking into the groundwater, or flying away and harming the
wildlife and poisoning our children we work so hard to protect?  

In addition to dialoguing with your family and community,
here are some ideas to help you get started…

1. Consume less and stop buying so much stuff. And when you do
make purchases, buy things that are produced locally to
minimize waste associated with production and importation.
Buy products that are made and packaged in an eco-friendly
way, or better yet have no packaging at all. There’s also the
option of growing and making your own stuff if you have the
time and space.

2. If you don’t have a recycling program where you live, locate
the recycling center nearest you by visiting
www.Earth911.org. You can type in the kind of item you are
trying to recycle (electronics for example) and your location.

3. Get your kids involved–they inherit our mess after all. Go to
www.OceanRevolution.org.  This is a great social network of
children and young adults working in politics, fieldwork,
policy, research, environmental justice, media, and
mechanics all over the world to help save our oceans. Their
ideology says it all:  Less In, Less Out, Protect the Edge.  Or
look for the new documentary recently featured at the
Sundance Film Festival called, “Paper or Plastic?” To view
the trailer, go to www.PaperOrPlasticTheDocumentary.com.
And check out the children’s book by Paul Showers called,
“Where does all the Garbage Go?”

I don’t know all the answers. If I did, I probably wouldn’t have to
ask them.  But I do know that they need to be asked, and that we
need to take a hard look at what our personal answers are. It doesn’t
take a genius to figure out what’s wrong.  Just take a five-minute walk
down any beach, on any coastline, anywhere in the world and you’ll
see the problems take many forms, in every direction. What I’m
proposing is that we begin a dialogue, first with ourselves and then
with each other about how to take action. And then do it. Now.

—Jenna Cavelle, Environmental Affairs

For more info, visit www.bajalife.com/ecowatch
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Where Does All Our GARBAGE Go?
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Native Oceans—Loreto Transforms
into an International 

Sea Turtle Town for a Week!

January 20, 2008 - Wallace J. Nichols, PhD, world
renowned marine biologist and President of the Interna-
tional Sea Turtle Society, 2007-2008, announced at a recent
gathering of organizers and sponsors of the 10th Annual
Meeting of Grupo Tortuguero and the 28th International
Sea Turtle Symposium (ISTS), the launch of Eco-Alianza
de Loreto, A.C, a new conservation group formed to serve the Loreto region of Baja California
Sur. To support the ISTS , Eco-Alianza donated its downtown office as a command, communi-
cations and travel center; organized home stays and provided overall general assistance to the
conference, including “turtle angels.”  The new office is located in the downtown historic area of
Loreto across from the Mission and will be fully staffed by June, 2008.  In the meantime, if you
have questions or suggestions, you may contact Hugo Quintero at hugo@mybajaproject.com or
the board members listed on the website at www.ecoalianzaloreto.org

Eco-Alianza de Loreto, A.C. is Founded!

Wallace J. Nichols
Senior Scientist,

The Ocean Conservancy
www.oceanconservancy.org
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COMING NEXT…

Sunday, April 20, 2008—Loreto Community Earth Day Cleanup Campaign and Celebration


